[Quality assurance of treatment and care of schizophrenic patients].
The object of the study was to investigate the significance of quality assurance of treatment and care for schizophrenic patients in relation to psychosocial functioning and prognosis. In a period of one year prior to the quality assurance, quality measurements were carried out on 53 schizophrenic patients. Then quality standards with structure, process- and result criteria were implemented, and quality measurements for 57 patients admitted after the implementation were carried out. At admission there was no significant differences between the two groups. Before the implementation of quality standards, the patients did not regain their habitual level of psychosocial functioning (measured by the GAF-scale) at discharge. After the implementation the patients regained their habitual level. After implementation there was a significant lower rate of readmissions. Due to the fact that readmission is identical with relapse, the quality improvement therefore improved the prognosis for the schizophrenic patients.